Meet Our Honored Hero

JAKE KIMMEL

Jake Kimmel started from humble beginnings, but with a strong belief in himself and support from a mentor, Jake worked hard and was met with success.  Now this father, grandfather and great grandfather, & entrepreneur is tackling a rare blood disorder with the same passion and vigor he was born with.

On September 22, 2002 Jake was diagnosed with Waldenstroms Macroglobulinemia.  There is no known effective treatment, and he was closely monitored by blood tests every 90 days.  Unfortunately, in October 2004, Jake’s IgM level rose rapidly sending him into emergency treatment.  With this type of leukemia, the blood gets very thick and one is at high risk of stroke or heart attack.  Since this strain of leukemia is considered an “orphan” disease, affecting less than 1500 people per year, there are few resources available for research.  However, Jake was treated with Rituxan, a chemotherapy treatment often used to treat CLL.  He also had to undergo two treatments of plasmaphoresis, a procedure utilized to thin the blood.

Jake credits his wife Vicque, his four grown children, and his eleven grandchildren and first great grandchild for making the gray days since his diagnosis a little brighter, “My family as a whole has grouped together to bolster each other and me.”  The ultimate compliment for the family patriarch lies in the fact that all four of his children have followed in his footsteps, by becoming successful in the carpet industry.  Jake was the founder of “Floors To Go” in 1977.  He began with one store in Sacramento, and grew the business to include 138 stores across the nation.  After 23 years, Jake sold the company to tend to his health and a new chapter in his life. “I am proud of all of my children, their business successes and the 11 beautiful grandchildren they blessed me with … and my wife is the most wonderful woman on the face of this earth.  She not only has beauty, but dignity and dedication, and I shall love her forever.”

Vicque Kimmel takes pride in her husband, and says that although the disease forced him to change much of his life, he has remained a loving man with a big heart, a great sense of humor, and amazing integrity.  “Jake had to sell his business, motorhome and Harley after he became ill,” says Vicque.  “He also suffers from Parkinson’s disease and had left knee replacement surgery.  After selling his Harley (he’s owned one since age 19), he bought a 3-wheeled motorcycle and really enjoys riding it.”

Jake’s other interest include tennis and golf; playing the mandolin; traveling; and most of all, spending as much time as possible with Vicque.  His knowledge and influence have touched many lives outside of his own family, as Jake has helped many people start their own businesses and is still consulted regarding business advice.

Jake’s son and daughter-in-law participated in the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s TNT cycling team, and his wife is a past marathoner with Team in Training – efforts that Jake says warms his heart.  A reminder that for the Kimmel’s, family really does come first.  

Jake is grateful for all of the support that he’s received from TNT participants and he looks forward to meeting more incredible people embarking on their TNT journey.








