Meet Our Honored Hero

SUZANNE SALAZAR

And Mom, Eulalia, and siblings, Bernadette, Rodgie, Veronica, Eric, Jesse, Ralphy, and Michael

The smile Suzanne Salazar wears is as big as her family.  In a recent visit with this seventh grade student, she happily shared how her family has gotten bigger with the adoption of Michael into the family.  “It just gets bigger and bigger,” she giggles, and she loves it.  To Suzanne, family is part of who you are, and she is proud of hers.  
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At the age of four Suzanne’s family was told that she had Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia (ALL).  Although she is in remission, she has regular doctor’s visits to make sure the disease has not returned.  While warding off the return of her cancer, Suzanne deals with recurring lung conditions, such as asthma and bronchitis.  Doctors are not sure why she is so susceptible but think it could be a result of past chemotherapy treatments.  


Suzanne has a passion for life, and it is evident when you talk with her.  She says she loves to sing, dance, and play the piano (and boasts the theme song to Star Wars in her repertoire).  As far as school goes, Suzanne’s favorite subject is Language Arts, and reading is another of her favorite pastimes.  


This tender teenager is also someone who makes things happen.  One of her proudest accomplishments is fundraising for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  Suzanne, along with some friends, decided to raise money for the organization and just started on their own.  Teachers at her school caught wind of what these girls were doing and decided the whole school should get involved.  Because of what a few young girls started over $1,000 was raised.


“I remember when I got my wish,” says Suzanne, “and I want other kids to get their wish.”  This dreamer does not want others to just have a small wish come true.  She feels the granted wish should be anything. “Including a trip to another country,” she says to explain why she started the fundraising.

Suzanne’s advice for Team in Training participants: “Live your life as much as you can.  Make your dreams come true.  You’re giving kids a second chance at life.”  


When Suzanne grows up, her dream is to be a secretary or a therapist, and because of the efforts of TNT participants and supporters of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, it looks like she will have that chance.

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








_1199878097.bin

