Meet Our Honored Hero

Sofia Pantis
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Sofia’s Battle:
In June of 2003, at the age of 19 months, Sofia was diagnosed with pre-B cell Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia (ALL) . 
Sofia underwent chemotherapy treatment for over 2-1/2 years.  During her treatment, the Pantis family volunteered to include Sofia in an ALL clinical trial (study)  of her treatment protocol (POG 9905, arm C), which included a doubling of her chemo dosage for an 8 week period.
Happily, Sofia has been in remission since July of 2003, and she completed her last day of chemo treatment just before Christmas 2005!
About Sofia:

This year Sofia  has celebrated her first year off treatment. Thankfully, Sofia has virtually no residual effects from her chemo.  Her hair has grown back;, long, wavy, and thick (see that photo!).  She thrived in Kindergarten with perfect report cards and lots of friends. She is growing fast and very tall, so the chemo does not appear to have stunted her growth any.

Sofia lives with her Mom, Kelly,  and Dad, Yianni,  and big brother Andreas.   Recently, the Pantis family spent a month in Europe and visited Dad Yianni’s family in Greece.  Sofia loved Greece, but still prefers California!
A Continuing Relationship with Team In Training and Leukemia Research :

In 2003, fourteen (!) of Mom Kelly’s friends trained for a marathon with Team in Training as “Team Sofia” and raised over $31,000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society to provide grants for research and patient outreach.  
Sofia and her family are grateful to the thousands of children who, like Sofia, volunteered to participate in clinical trials in the past.  Due to them, cure rates have increased from 5% in 1970 to over 85% today.






