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ONLINE FUNDRAISING

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Setting up your online web site is the first step to supercharging your fundraising efforts. Based

on our experience, we've learned it only takes a few simple steps to ensure a successful campaign. Here are a

few tips:
Customize and Personalize Your Page

Your personal webpage is your chance to customize your fundraising message to your family, friends, and other

donors. Generally speaking, people contribute to your cause based on the personal message you convey.

Therefore, it is important to spend time customizing your page.

· Include a Personal Message

· Upload Images

· Update your page throughout the season with your progress

Remember, a more compelling site leads to better results!

Promote the Availability of Your Donation Page

Make sure people realize how easy it is to donate online. Your webpage and emails give people an immediate

link to donating. They won’t have to fill out a form, copy down postage information, or write a check. They also automatically receive a confirmation email with tax deduction information.

· Include your online fundraising web address in all of your letters

· Follow up with those you sent a letter to with a shortened version in e-mail

· Send a fundraising e-mail to all of your contacts to whom you might not have a physical address to send letters

· Send update e-mails throughout the season letting all of your donors and prospective donors know about your progress in training and fundraising

· Have your friends and family send your fundraising letters to their contacts

· Be sure to include your online fundraising web address in your auto signature for your personal and (if appropriate) work e-mails.

· Send a Race Report out via e-mail after you return from your Event.  People may still want to contribute.

Email Tips and Guidelines

Email is the key to a successful online fundraising campaign because dynamic links in your email letter offer

donors direct access to your fundraising page. You also catch the donor online and at the computer so they can

immediately contribute at the point of interest. Most importantly, email allows you to reach all of your family and friends without the hassle of postage, returned mail, and bounced checks. They can then forward your email to other potential contributors and grow your campaign exponentially. So make your email campaign count! 
Here are some tips and guidelines for writing an effective email:

· Make it Personal
· Use Humor to gain donor interest
· Keep It Short
· Educate Donors on your cause
· Provide Suggested Donation Amounts
· Set a Deadline for donations
· Include the Web Address for your fundraising page

Note: Once you've logged in to your online fundraising account, click the 'Invite others to donate' link to send and save emails to your contacts.
Email Tracking

The Sent Mail section of your fundraising management page will help you organize the solicitation emails you

send out. This will also help you keep track of recipients so you can follow-up and send reminder emails in an

organized manner. Also, remember to send thank you emails to show your appreciation!

Who to Ask?

Try Asking These Contacts: Family; Spouse or Significant Other; Co-workers; Friends: Neighbors; Roommate; Boss; Coach; Teacher; Doctor; Dentist; Vendors; Hairdresser; etc.
By doing a quick calculation, you can determine how many solicitation emails you

need to send out. Determine how many people will need to contribute $50 for you to reach your goal.  Now double that number – and that is the number of e-mails you should strive to send.  
GOOD LUCK!

