  

Good evening Team,

I'm going to stray a little off-message today.  I hope Rachel doesn't mind too much.  I don't think she will.  Last week, I sent around that PDF about the treatments made possible through funding from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  I don't know if you noticed, but there is some pretty significant information in there at the end of the discussion of each of the three pharmaceuticals.  In fact, I think it's important enough to repeat here verbatim.  So here it is:

· Gleevec® is being tested for patients with breast, nerve, brain, prostate, small cell lung, and ovarian cancers, melanoma, and other diseases.

· VELCADE® trials are also ongoing for patients with melanoma, and kidney, lung, head-and-neck, thyroid and prostate cancers.

· Rituxan® + methotrexate is approved for patients with rheumatoid arthritis and being tested for patients with other autoimmune diseases.

In short, the hard work we are doing to find a cure for blood cancers has repercussions and potential benefits in the treatment of ALL cancers.  That, my friends, is a very good thing and is worth mentioning - even if it is sort of off-message.  I'd be willing to bet that every single person on this team has been affected by cancer of some sort.  Personally, aside from the people I have met specifically through Team In Training, I don't know anyone with a blood cancer.  I do, however, know many people who have had other cancers.  My co-worker has thyroid cancer.  A former employer had intestinal cancer.  This guy named Lance something-or-other had testicular cancer.  All of those people and many, many others have survived - are now surviving - what used to be a fatal disease.  Research funded by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society is helping to make that possible.  That seems to be something worth mentioning. So on second thought, maybe this isn't off-message at all.


Upcoming fundraisers:

· Charlie Harr is hosting a fundraiser at the Lower Arlington Bar & Grill on Friday, April 24.  Four local bands will be performing, and there will be food and drink specials as well as some items to be raffled off.  Only five dollars gets you in the door.

· Joan Davis and Lisa Fadden and their mini-teams are hosting a happy hour at Blackfinn in Bethesda on April 29.  A ten dollar donation at the door gets you discounted drink specials and appetizers.  They'll have a few things to raffle off and a few more for silent auction.

· Lisa Fadden and Doug Davis are hosting a fundraiser at the Barking Dog in Bethesda on May 8.  Seven Car Pile-up, a 70's and 80's cover band, will be performing.  The suggested donation is $20.

Finally, I'd be remiss if I didn't offer a congratulations to everyone who came out for our delightful Saturday ride and offer this advice:  be proud.  Tell everyone you know - proudly - what you accomplished last weekend.  You earned it.  Sugarloaf is one tough ride, and that wind didn't make it any easier.  Rides like that one are the perfect opportunity to remind to your friends and family what you're doing - and, most importantly, why.

That said, we have a much more pleasant ride in store for this Saturday.  See you then.
John

