Good afternoon Team,

Mr. Routson was my high school calculus teacher, and he was one of the best teachers I've ever had.  Now, it's true that I don't remember anything about calculus, but that's almost beside the point.  The thing is, he used to insist that we pay attention in his class.... unless we were daydreaming about curing cancer.  If that was the case, he said, he was more than happy to leave us to our thoughts.  Some things are more important than mathematics.

As your Mission Mentor for the upcoming season, one of my responsibilities is to inspire you to spend a little time daydreaming about curing cancer.  I hope I can live up to the job.  Frankly, our Honored Teammate Ashton - who spoke at kickoff - is a tough act to follow, so I'll keep this first email short and sweet.  But I'll be sending out a weekly reminder of our mission every Monday throughout the season, and I'll have our team mission board ready by the Honored Teammate picnic.  We'll use that board both to recognize our Personal Honored Teammates and track our fundraising progress.  In the meantime, if you have a personal connection to the mission that you would like to share with the Team, please let me know.  Curing cancer isn't more just important than high school math, it's more important than about anything.

Until next week,
John
