Dear Friends,
 

Thank you for your support and generosity over the past few months.  I could not have made it thise far without your support and you have also helped us move one step closer to the ultimate finish line- a cure!  The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has always been on the cutting edge of blood cancer research so I wanted to show you how the money you donate is being used.

 

Donations to LLS have supported research for the following drugs: Gleevec, Velcade and Rituxan.
 

*Gleevec has helped increase the 5 year survival rate for Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia to more than 90% with good quality of life.  Along with being used to treat a variety of blood cancers, Gleevec is also FDA-approved for treatment of patients with gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GIST) and certain fibrosarcomas. 
*Velcade has increased the survival rate for myeloma patients from 3 years to 10 or more years with good quality of life.  Today Velcade is helping other patients as there are trials for patients with melanoma, and kidney, lung, head-and-neck, thyroid and prostate cancers.
*Rituxan has helped increase the 5-year survival rate of B-cell Non-Hodgkins lymphoma patients from less than 30% to more than 60%.  Rituxan is improving blood cancer treatments, is used in stem cell transplant settings and is also approved for patients with rheumatoid arthritis and being tested for use with patients with other autoimmune diseases.
 

The drugs being developed with the support of LLS are taking us closer to a cure for blood cancers.  The scientists working with these drugs are also discovering more and more uses for them in many other areas of health care.  Even if you don't know someone with a blood cancer, a donation to LLS could still help save the life of someone you know.
 

Thanks again for your continued support!
